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Bewdley Rowing Club (BRC) Fun Regatta and Club Safety Plan 2025


Competitor Information
· All individuals wanting to compete in the regatta, and one sub, are required to fill in a membership form to become temporary members of the club
· All competitors are provided with relevant safety information within the membership form including information on appropriate clothing, stretching and rules of the river
· Emergency contacts and any relevant health information is recorded
· Self-certification of swimming ability is required.
· BRC advise all crews and coxes to be responsible for the safety of their boat. BRC will not take responsibility for those persons who are intoxicated and may refuse access to racing. 

Vehicle Access

· Access to the field for parking is via Riverside North, approached from the river bridge. 
· All vehicles using Riverside North must proceed with great care, taking note of the speed humps in the road, not exceeding 5mph and being aware of the large numbers of pedestrians using the road.
· In the event of an emergency, responsible persons shall direct the use of Riverside North and all users are asked to obey their instructions. Emergency vehicles shall have absolute priority over all other users. The road shall remain closed to all users for the duration of the emergency, except where it is need for safe evacuation.

Circulation Pattern

· The circulation pattern for water users is available for all coxes; it is posted on the club safety noticeboard and the boat house.
· All crews are required to observe the circulation pattern at all times.
· There is no use of the water at any time except for the purposes of racing under the supervision of marshals.

Points of Danger

· The Rowing Committee will assess the safety and condition of water levels on the day prior to racing, on the morning of racing and during racing.
· In the event of low water, the attention of coxes will be drawn to the shallows above the start, at the Gasworks, those opposite the clubhouse and those above the ford beyond the bridge.
· Due to the environmental condition of the River all persons are prohibited from entering the water. BRC advises all persons should wash hands and equipment following their row. If any person feels unwell following rowing on the water, they take advice from their GP. 
· In the event of hot weather, crews should be reminded to ensure they are wearing sun protection, keep covered up and stay hydrated as they may be waiting some time to boat on.
· 

Safety Boats

· Water safety, including safety boats, is provided by BRC.
· A safety boat will be on the water at all times during training and the regatta.
· The safety boat will be equipped with a minimum of mini First Aid kit, Loudhailer, Bailer, Paddle, Rescue tube, Rope, Boathook, Throw/grab line, Tool Kit, Safety knife, Life jackets. Safety boats will be in radio communication with marshals and race control.

First Aid

· First Aid is provided by BRC members certified in first aid; first aid kits are located in the gym and in the clubhouse. First point of contact should be Club Rowing Safety Advisor (CRSA) Jo Gulliver or Kat Carlyle. 

Safety Equipment

· Throw/grab lines are located in the Boathouse. 
· All marshals are in radio contact with Race Control and the Safety Boats.
· Spare batteries and spare radios are provided in the Clubhouse.
· Space blankets are kept in the Boathouse and on the safety launch to be used in cases of cold water immersion. 

Cancellation/Suspension of Racing

· Cancellation/suspension of racing is controlled by the Race Committee.
· Racing is to be considered for suspension if water levels are above the first narrow step and rising.
· Racing shall be suspended if other water users are on the course.
· Racing shall be suspended on the order of any Official if thunder follows lightening within 30 seconds. All competitors, officials, spectators to be guided to safe shelter by marshals. Safe shelter is provided in the Clubhouse, Boathouse, Gym and Changing Rooms. Shelter should not be sought in tents, marquees, under the canopy of the Clubhouse or under trees.
· Racing may be suspended in the event of any accident, injury or illness on the water. Racing shall only be restarted when it is deemed safe to do so. 

Medical Support Arrangements

· All injuries shall be advised in the first instance by a first aider. 
· First Aiders to decide on further treatment.
· Fire, Police, Ambulance can be contacted on 999.
· Medical advice can be sought via telephone number 101. 
· In the event of an accident/injury requiring hospital assistance the nearest hospital is Kidderminster Hospital, Minor Injuries Department, Bewdley Road, Kidderminster. 

Marshalling Instructions and Control
· All six stable boats and blades shall be carried down to the river by club members before the start of the event and secured with ropes to the anchor points on the steps.
· The draw shall be published the evening before race day for all crews to show approximate racing times and opposition; crews should ensure they are on the steps in good time for their scheduled races.
· Coxes must wear appropriate life jackets.
· Crews shall proceed up the river to the race start in pairs after the previous race has completed the course. 
· Only BRC members helping crews in and out of boats and crew members shall be allowed on the lower steps. All other spectators are restricted to the terrace, clubhouse, boat yard only and upper steps. The lower steps will be roped off to make clear the demarcation.

Warm-up/Cool-down

· The Gym is available for crews to warm-up and cool-down.

Security
· The club bar and temporary outside bar will be open to serve alcohol, soft drinks and snacks for the duration of the event. Only alcohol purchased on club grounds is to be consumed. Anyone appearing under the age of 25 will be asked for valid photo ID in order to purchase alcohol in accordance with the clubs license.
· There shall be security guards operating the gate to the club provided by a 3rd party company. Any individuals acting in an anti-social manner shall be asked to leave by these security guards only – not club members.

Emergency Action Plan

· In the event of an emergency, all users shall obey the instructions of the Emergency Services, security guards and club marshals.
· As stated above, Riverside North shall be closed to all users in the event of the Emergency Services requiring access or egress to and from the regatta site, except in the case of an emergency evacuation of the site being instructed.
· In the case of an emergency evacuation of the regatta site, all users should follow the instructions of those listed above. Evacuation routes shall be Riverside North, the riverside path from the site in a northerly direction.
· There shall be no return to the regatta site following an evacuation except on the instruction of the Emergency Services or a Regatta Official who has been appraised by the Emergency Services. 

Risk Assessment

· A separate Risk Assessment document is available in the clubhouse.
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